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Dear Parent 

 
Year 10 Subject Choices 2018-2020  
 
This booklet is designed to give you and your Year 10 child information on the subjects 
that may be studied in Key Stage 4; that is Years 11 and 12.  It sets out: 
 

(a) The core and compulsory subjects which must be studied. 
(b)  The optional non-compulsory subjects. 

 
From these optional subjects, pupils may choose to widen their knowledge and broaden 
their range of skills to provide a balanced base from which to progress to post 16 studies.  
!Ô ÐÏÓÔ ρφ ÌÅÖÅÌȟ ÐÕÐÉÌÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÉÎ 3Ô #ÉÁÒÁÎȭÓ ÔÏ ÓÔÕÄÙ !-Levels and/or 
Applied A- Level and Btec and to progress to Further and Higher Education. 
 
Your child is going through a period of decision making and it is important to consider the 
following points when deciding on subjects: 
 
ǒ Choose subjects that the pupil finds interesting and enjoyable.  

ǒ Choose subjects in which the pupil has achieved good results.  

ǒ Choose subjects that leave a range of opportunities available at post 16.  

 
/ÕÒ ÁÉÍ ÉÎ 3Ô #ÉÁÒÁÎȭÓ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÁÔÅ ÁÌÌ ÏÕÒ ÐÕÐÉÌÓ ÔÏ ÓÔÕÄÙ Á ÒÁÎÇÅ ÏÆ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔÓ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÂÅÓÔ 
suits them and we strive to do this within the resources of teaching staff and the 
restrictions of timetable.  We ask all pupils to make their subject selections and to consider 
a second choice.  However, once the final decisions are made and viable classes are formed, 
our 2018/2020 timetable will  be scheduled and no further changes can be made. 
 
Your child will have an opportunity to discuss their subjects with Learning Tutors, Lead 
Learners and Career teachers.  We hope you will use this booklet to encourage discussion 
at home.  In the meantime, ÉÆ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÓÈ ÔÏ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ 
subject choice, please contact Assistant Principal for Curriculum, Mrs Martina McCarron, 
Lead Learner for Year 10, Mrs Aisling Murphy or Lead Learner for Careers, Mrs Maria 
Curran. 
 
Yours sincerely 

  

 
 

    Principal 
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CCEA GCSE Agriculture and Land Use 

 

Content Assessment Weighting Availability  

Unit 1: Soils, 
Crops and 
Habitats 

An externally assessed 
written examination 
consisting of a number of 
compulsory structured 
questions that provide 
opportunities for short 
answers, extended writing 
and calculations 1 hour 15 
mins 

20% Every 
Summer 
from 2018 

Unit 2: Animals 
on the Land 

An externally assessed 
written examination 
consisting of a number of 
compulsory structured 
questions that provide 
opportunities for short 
answers, extended writing 
and calculations 1 hour 15 
mins 

20% Every 
Summer 
from 2018 

Unit 3: 
Contemporary 
Issues in 
Agriculture and 
Land Use 

Controlled assessment 
Students complete two 
controlled assessment tasks: 
practical investigation task 
(20%); and research project 
(40%) Teachers mark the 
tasks and we moderate the 
results. 

60% Terminal 
Summer 
from 2019 

 

This specification addresses and builds upon the broad curriculum objectives for 
Northern Ireland. In particular, it enables students to: 
Ɇ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÁÓ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÏÒÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÙȟ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔȠ 

Ɇ ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓ ÆÒÏÍ +ÅÙ 3ÔÁÇÅ σ .ÏÒÔÈÅÒÎ )ÒÅÌÁÎÄ #ÕÒÒÉÃÕÌÕÍ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÍÅÎÔÓȠ 

Ɇ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÁÎ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÍÏÒÁÌȟ ÅÔÈÉÃÁÌȟ ÓÏÃÉÁÌȟ ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÁÎÄ 
cultural issues by providing opportunities to explore topics such as: 

Ϻ ÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÈÙÄÒÏÐÏÎÉÃÓ ÉÎ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÇÌÏÂÁÌ ÆÏÏÄ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎȠ 

Ϻ '- ÃÒÏÐÓȠ Ϻ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÅÄ ÓÐÅÃÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÒÅÁÓȠ 

Ϻ %ÕÒÏÐÅÁÎ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÉÖÅÓ ÏÎ ÐÏÌÌÕÔÉÏÎ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÌȠ ÁÎÄ 

Ϻ ÃÏÎÓÕÍÅÒ ÃÈÏÉÃÅ/demand in food production; 
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Ɇ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÅ ÓÕÓÔÁÉÎÁÂÌÅ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔȟ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÆÅÔÙ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ %ÕÒÏÐÅÁÎ 
legislation by providing opportunities to explore topics such as: 

Ϻ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÉÎÇ ÒÅÎÅ×ÁÂÌÅ ÅÎÅÒÇÙ ÓÏÕÒÃÅÓȠ 

Ϻ ÒÅÄÕÃÉÎÇ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÐÏÌÌÕÔÉÏÎȠ 

Ϻ ÆÁÒÍ ÄÉÖersification; and 

Ϻ ÄÁÎÇÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÎÇ ÆÁÒÍ ÍÁÃÈÉÎÅÒÙȠ 

Ɇ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÌÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ȬÓËÉÌÌÓ ÁÇÅÎÄÁȭ ÁÎÄ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÂÙ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÉÎÇ 
opportunities to consider: 
Ϻ Á ÒÁÎÇÅ ÏÆ ÃÁÒÅÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÎÄ-based and environmental sector; and 
Ϻ ÔÈÅ ÑÕÁÌÉÆÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ skills required for careers in the land-based and environmental 
sector. 
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Art and Design      

 
INTRODUCTION 
Our GCSE in Art and Design gives you opportunities to actively engage in the creative 
process of art, craft and design to develop as an effective and independent learner. 
You will have the freedom to explore many art, craft and design skills and processes 
throughout the two components of this course. 
You will develop core knowledge, understanding and skills through your own 
exploratoÒÙ ×ÏÒË ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÏÆ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȭ ×ÏÒËȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ Á ÆÏÃÕÓ ÏÎ ÄÒÁ×ÉÎÇ ÁÓ ÉÔ 
is fundamental to the creative process in all art, craft and design disciplines. 
Assessment will take place at the end of your course. 
 
 
 
WHY STUDY 
 
ART AND DESIGN? 
Core knowledge and understanding  
You will explore and develop understanding of: 
Ɇ ÈÏ× ÁÒÔÉÓÔÓȟ ÃÒÁÆÔÓÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÏÒ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÅÒÓȟ ÃÏÎÔÅÍÐÏÒÁÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÏÍ Á ÒÁÎÇÅ ÏÆ 
periods, societies and cultures approach their work; 
Ɇ ÈÏ× ÔÏ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÅ ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇÓȟ ÉÄÅÁÓ Ánd intentions in your artwork; and 
Ɇ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÉÎÄÕÓÔÒÉÅÓȢ 
Core skills  
You will: 
Ɇ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÙÏÕÒ ÉÄÅÁÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÉÎÇ ÉÍÁÇÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÔÉÓÔÓȠ 
Ɇ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÈÏ× ÔÏ ÕÓÅ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÍÅÄÉÁȟ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌÓȟ ÔÅÃÈÎÉÑÕÅÓȟ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÅÃÈÎÏÌÏÇÉÅÓ ÔÏ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ 
art and design; 
Ɇ ÒÅÆÉÎÅ ÙÏÕÒ ×ÏÒË ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÅØÐÅÒÉÍÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎȠ ÁÎÄ 
Ɇ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÓÅ ÙÏÕÒ ×ÏÒË ÁÓ ÉÔ ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÕÓÅ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÉÓÔ ÁÒÔ ÖÏÃÁÂÕÌÁÒÙȢ 
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WHAT WILL I STUDY? 

COMPONENT AREAS OF STUDY 

Component 1 
Part A: 
Exploratory Portfolio  

You will experiment in some of the following 
disciplines. 

1. Fine art ɀ drawing and painting 

2. Fine art ɀ sculpture 

3. Fine art ɀ printmaking  

4. Textiles 

5. Ceramics 

6. Graphic design 

7. Photography 

8. Moving image or animation 

9. Digital media 

10. 3D design 

You must explore at least two disciplines. 
You will explore the processes and contexts of 
practitioners. 
Throughout Part A you will learn how to use 
the formal visual elements of art and design, 
including: 

1. colour; 
2. line; 
3. shape; 
4. form; 
5. texture; 
6. tone; and 
7. pattern. 

Part B: 
Investigating the Creative and Cultural 
Industries  

You will complete one practical task, set by your 
teacher. You will build on the knowledge and skills 
gained in Part A. 
You will learn about the different roles and work 
practices used in the production of art, craft and 
design in the creative and cultural industries. This 
may include practical opportunities, for example 
workshops, museum visits, gallery visits or 
collaborating on a project. 
You will document your research and use drawing 
to support the development of your work. 
You will produce an outcome. 
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                        WHAT CROSS-CURRICULAR SKILLS, 
THINKING SKILLS AND PERSONAL 
CAPABILITIES WILL I DEVELOP? 

CROSS-CURRICULAR SKILLS AT KEY STAGE 4 
COMMUNICATION, USING MATHEMATICS AND USING ICT 

You will have  opportunities to develop your communication skills and use 
mathematics and ICT in a variety of ways, for example:  

1. using written or visual language of art and design or making a personal 
response informed by contextual understanding;  

2. estimating quantities of materials required and costing a design; and  

3. using digital graphic design, website design, video art, animation, social 
media and experimenting with relevant software to help explore and 

realise creative intentions.  

THINKING SKILLS AND PERSONAL CAPABILITIES AT KEY STAGE 4 
SELF-MANAGEMENT, WORKING WITH OTHERS AND PROBLEM SOLVING 

You will be encouraged to, for example:  
1. record ideas, responses, intentions and outcomes in coherent forms such 

as sketchbooks, journals, photographs or blogs;  
2. plan your 10 hour examination period;  

3. share resources and consider others; and  
4. respond to the demands, constraints and parameters of set briefs, projects 

or commissions.  
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 BUSINESS STUDIES 

 
)Î ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ×ÏÒÌÄ "ÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ 3ÔÕÄÉÅÓ ÉÓ ÁÎ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔȢ  .Ï matter what you decide to 
do when you leave school the chances are you will be involved in some way in business. 
 
Subject Content  
 
GCSE Business Studies involves the study of the business activities of small organisations 
ɀ such as a person running his/her own business to the activities of large companies ɀ such 
as Tayto and Coca Cola.   
 
While studying GCSE Business Studies, pupils will be given the opportunity to make use of 
ICT, for example they may use the internet to carry out research. 
 
 

Content  Assessment  Weighting  
Unit 1:  Business Start Up  
ǒ Starting a business  

ǒ Marketing  

ǒ E-Business 

 

External Examination 
1 hour 30 mins  

40% 

Unit 2:  Developing a Business  
ǒ Human Resources 

ǒ Business Growth  

ǒ Finance 

ǒ Business Plans 

External Examination 
1 hour 30 mins  

40% 

Unit 3: Internal Controlled 
Assessment 

One compulsory set task and 
test provided by CCEA 

20% 

 
Students have the opportunity to complete Unit 1 at the end of Year 11. 
 
Skills Developed  
Business Studies provides many opportunities for pupils to develop the following skills ɀ 
communication ɀ both oral and written, ICT; decision making; working with others; 
ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍ ÓÏÌÖÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÉÎÇ Á ÐÕÐÉÌȭÓ Ï×Î ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅȢ 
 
Career Opportunities  
 
GCSE Business Studies is a valuable subject.  It develops the skills necessary to progress to 
Post 16 courses which can lead to university.  This opens the door to many degree and 
career opportunities including Accountancy, Law, Interactive Multimedia Design, 
Communications, Advertising and Marketing, Property Investment, Teaching, Business 
Management and many more.  Business Studies also enables pupils to progress into the 
world of work with the skills and knowledge needed to run a business. 
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CHILD DEVELOPMENT 

Whether planning to work with children or have a family of their own, Child Development 
provides students with a wealth of invaluable knowledge.  

The course covers the physical, intellectual, social and emotional development of young 
children from conception up to the age of five years. Students also learn about pregnancy, 
the needs of young children, the roles and responsibilities of parents and the social and 
environmental influences that affect family life.  

Through studying Child Development, students learn how to think critically, make 
informed choices, and manage resources so they are better able to lead effective lives as 
individuals and family members as well as members of the wider community. 

The specification provides a sound basis for further study at a more advanced level by 
offering progression to academic and vocational courses including GCE Health and Social 
Care and GCE Food and Nutrition. In addition, it provides a basis for those seeking 
employment in a wide range of childcare settings.  

Students gain knowledge and understanding of:  

ǒ pregnancy;  
ǒ the needs of young children;  
ǒ the roles and responsibilities of parents;  
ǒ the social and environmental influences that affect family life;  

ǒ how important it is to maintain a healthy lifestyle;  
ǒ home economics skills (including practical skills);  
ǒ human needs in a multicultural society; and  
ǒ relevant technological and scientific developments.  

This specification encourages students to adopt a critical and analytical approach to 
decision-making and problem-solving. Students evaluate choices and decisions and 
become informed and discerning consumers.  

The specification provides a sound basis for the further study of Home Economics and 
related subjects at a more advanced level. 

Assessment takes the form of two written exam papers and two controlled assessments 

Unit 1:   Parenthood, Pregnancy and The New Born Baby      (30%) 
 
Unit 2:   The development of the child      (0ɀ5 Years)               (30%) 
 
Unit 3:   Controlled Assessment Investigation Task         (40%) 
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                                                      DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 
 
Introduction 
 
GCSE Design and Technology will prepare students to participate confidently and successfully 
in an increasingly technological world. Students will gain awareness and learn from wider 
influences on Design and Technology including historical, social, cultural, environmental and 
economic factors. Students will get the opportunity to work creatively when designing and 
making and apply technical and practical expertise. Our GCSE allows students to study core 
technical and designing and making principles, including a broad range of design processes, 
materials techniques and equipment. They will also have the opportunity to study specialist 
technical principles in greater depth. 
 
 
Examination Paper 
What's assessed 
ω /ƻǊŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ 
ω {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ǇǊƛƴŎiples 
ω 5ŜǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ 
 
 
How it's assessed 
ω ²ǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŜȄŀƳΥ н ƘƻǳǊǎ όWǳƴŜ нлмфύ 
ω млл ƳŀǊƪǎ 
ω рл҈ ƻŦ D/{9 
 
 
Questions 
Section A ς Core technical principles (20 marks) 
A mixture of multiple choice and short answer questions assessing a breadth of technical 
knowledge and understanding. 
 
 
Section B ς Specialist technical principles (30 marks) 
Several short answer questions (2ς5 marks) and one extended response to assess a more in 
depth knowledge of technical principles. 
 
 
Section C ς Designing and making principles (50 marks) A mixture of short answer and 
extended response questions including a 12 mark design question 
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Non-Exam Assessment (NEA) 
How it's assessed 
ω bƻƴ-exam assessment (NEA): 30ς35 hours approx. 
ω млл ƳŀǊƪǎ 
ω рл҈ ƻŦ D/SE 
 
Task(s) 
ω{ǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘŀǎƪ 
ω !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀΥ 
 ω LƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƴƎ 
 ω 5ŜǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ 
 ω aŀƪƛƴƎ 
 ω !ƴŀƭȅǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 9ǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƴƎ 
ω {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŀ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǘƻǘȅǇŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻ ƻŦ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ όƳŀȄ нл ǇŀƎŜǎύ 
ω ²ƻǊƪ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ōȅ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ !v!  
 
 
 
Why Choose T&D? 
This specification has been designed to encourage students to be able to design and make 
products with creativity and originality, using a range of materials and techniques. Packaging, 
labelling and instructions are encouraged as part of the complete design proposal and 
advertising, points of sale, etc can be used to supplement the making experience and help 
create products which can be evaluated for their commercial viability. Students will be 
enthused and challenged by the range of practical activities possible. Technology & Design 
allows students to design and make quality products and is designed to foster awareness 
amongst students of the need to consider sustainability and the environmental impact of their 
designing. 
 
Career Opportunities 
There are many career choices where Technology and Design would be considered excellent 
preparation. 
Some of these include, Architecture, Quantity Surveying, Product Designer, Teacher, Lecturer, 
Graphic Designer, Mechanical, Electrical, Civil or Aeronautical Engineering. 
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Occupational Studies-Technology and Innovation 

¶ Bench Joinery 

¶ Carpentry and Joinery 

Awarding body CCEA (NEA) 

The world of work is constantly changing. Today it is uncommon for a person to have 
ÏÎÌÙ ÏÎÅ ÏÃÃÕÐÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÌÉÆÅȟ ÓÏ ÉÔȭÓ ÖÉÔÁÌ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ 
transfer and adapt our knowledge and skills throughout our careers. 

To foster these abilities, Occupational Studies allows learners to learn for work, through 
work and about work, and it provides the potential for this learning to take place in out-
of-school contexts. This hands-on approach is ideal for those who prefer to develop their 
skills in a more practical, occupational environment 

¶ Bench Joinery 

This unit is designed to provide increased vocational skills in bench joinery and associated 

activities. 

This unit includes: 

 

Å consideration of health and safety issues with respect to workshop activities in bench joinery; 

Å consideration of career opportunities related to working with wood in the construction 

industry; 

Å an appreciation of environmental issues relating to timber; 

Å the appropriate use of bench joinery hand tools, and basic hand-held power tools; 

Å techniques of cutting, jointing, boring and planning to produce construction related 

components; 

Å construction of a range of bench joinery models; and 

Ɇ Á ÒÅÖÉÅ× ÁÎÄ ÅÖÁÌÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅȢ 

 

¶ Carpentry and Joinery 

This unit is designed to provide vocational skills in carpentry and joinery. 

This unit includes: 

 

Å consideration of health and safety issues with respect to activities in carpentry and joinery; 

Å consideration of career opportunities related to working with wood in the construction 

industry; 

Å an appreciation of environmental issues relating to timber; 
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Å the appropriate use of basic carpentry and joinery hand tools and hand-held power tools; 

Å construction of a range of carpentry and joinery models relating to site-based activities, 

incorporating a wide range 

of joints and jointing methods; and 

Å a review and evaluation of performance. 
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GCSE DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY (Multimedia) 

(Previously called GCSE ICT) 
  

Introduction  
)Î ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÔÅÃÈÎÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌ ×ÏÒÌÄȟ $ÉÇÉÔÁÌ 4ÅÃÈÎÏÌÏÇÙ ÉÓ ÁÎ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÒÔÈ×ÈÉÌÅ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔ 
for the world of work.  Students will study the CCEA specification.  
  
Content and Assessment 
The qualification the student achieves is GCSE Digital Technology (Multimedia). 

Content  Assessment Weighting  

Compulsory  
Core 

Unit 1:  Digital Technology  
In this unit, students explore a 
range of digital technologies 
available for data storage, 
manipulation, presentation and 
transfer.  They also evaluate the 
importance of data security and 
data legislation. 

External 
written  
Examination 
  
1 hour 

30% 

Multimedia  
units  

Unit 2: Digital Authoring  
Concepts 
In this unit, students gain an 
understanding of the concepts in 
the development of digital systems. 
They enhance the knowledge and 
skills developed in Unit 1. 

External 
written  
Examination 
  
1 hour 30 
minutes 

40% 

Unit 3: Digital Authoring Practice  
In this unit, students design, 
develop and test digital multimedia 
systems. 

Controlled 
Assessment 
  

30% 

Students must take at least 40 percent of the assessment (based on unit weightings) 
at the end of the course as terminal assessment. 
 Skills Developed:  
ICT, creative and technical skills; problem-solving skills; working with others and how to 
be an independent learner who can make informed decisions and evaluate solutions. 
Career Opportunities:  
 Ȱ4ÈÅ )#4 ÉÎÄÕÓÔÒÙ ÉÓ ÅØÐÅÃÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÇÒÏ× ÁÔ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÔÉÍÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÁÔÅ ÏÆ ÏÖÅÒÁÌÌ 
ÅÍÐÌÏÙÍÅÎÔ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈ ÉÎ .ÏÒÔÈÅÒÎ )ÒÅÌÁÎÄ ÕÎÔÉÌ φτφυȱȢ ÈÔÔÐȡȾȾÂÒÉÎÇÉÔÏÎÎÉȢÉÎÆÏ 
 Digital Technology (Multimedia) is useful in any career you might want to follow 
ÎÏ×ÁÄÁÙÓȢ  0ÁÓÔ 3ÔȢ #ÉÁÒÁÎȭÓ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÓÔÕÄÉÅÄ )#4Ⱦ$ÉÇÉÔÁÌ 4ÅÃÈÎÏÌÏÇÙ ÈÁÖÅ 
progressed to careers in Website Design, Interactive Multimedia Design, Teaching, 
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Computer Games, Computer Studies, Graphical Design, administration and office work to 
name but a few. 
                                         
                                   GCSE DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY (Programming) 

(Previously called GCSE ICT) 
Introduction  

)Î ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÔÅÃÈÎÏÌÏÇÉÃÁÌ ×ÏÒÌÄȟ $ÉÇÉÔÁÌ 4ÅÃÈÎÏlogy is an important and worthwhile subject 
for the world of work.  Students will study the CCEA specification.  
 Content and Assessment 
The qualification the student achieves is GCSE Digital Technology (Programming). 

Content  Assessment Weighting  

Compulsory  
Core 

Unit 1:  Digital Technology  
In this unit, students explore a 
range of digital technologies 
available for data storage, 
manipulation, presentation and 
transfer.  They also evaluate the 
importance of data security and 
data legislation. 

External written  
Examination 
  
1 hour 

30% 

Programming  
units  

Unit 4:  Digital Development 
Concepts 
In this unit, students analyse 
trends in software development 
and the concepts involved in 
designing and building digital 
systems using coded solutions. 

External written  
Examination 
  
1 hour 30 
minutes 

40% 

Unit 5:  Digital Development 
Practice  
In this unit, students design, 
develop and test coded solutions 
when creating digital systems. 
Students must use one of the 
following languages in their 
completed solution: Python, Java 
or C#. 

Controlled 
Assessment 
  
  

30% 

Students must take at least 40 percent of the assessment (based on unit weightings) at 
the end of the course as terminal assessment. 
 Skills Developed  :ICT, creative and technical skills; problem-solving skills; working with 
others and how to be an independent learner who can make informed decisions and 
evaluate solutions. 
Career Opportunities: Ȱ4ÈÅ )#4 ÉÎÄÕÓÔÒÙ ÉÓ ÅØÐÅÃÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÇÒÏ× ÁÔ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÔÉÍÅÓ ÔÈÅ 
rate of overall employment growth in  .ÏÒÔÈÅÒÎ )ÒÅÌÁÎÄ ÕÎÔÉÌ φτφυȱȢ 
http://bringitonni.info  
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 Digital Technology (Programming) is useful in any Computer Science/Programming 
career you might want to follow nowadays.   

                                                                  DRAMA 
 

GCSE Drama makes a significant contribution to the national provision of qualifications 
by offering students the opportunity to develop their practical skills in drama and to 
enhance their appreciation, knowledge and understanding of drama and play texts.  It 
ÁÌÓÏ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÓ ÃÁÎÄÉÄÁÔÅÓȭ 4ÈÉÎËÉÎÇ 3ËÉÌÌÓ ÁÎÄ 0ÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ #ÁÐÁÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓȢ 
 
Aims and Learning Outcomes  
This specification aims to encourage students to: 

ǒ Develop a personal interest in drama and be motivated and inspired by studying a 
broad, coherent and rewarding course of study; 

ǒ Actively engage in the process of dramatic study so they develop as effective and 
independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds; 

ǒ Work imaginatively and creatively in collaborative contexts, generating, 
developing and communicating ideas; 

ǒ Reflect on and evaluate their own work and the work of others; 
ǒ Develop and demonstrate competence in a range of practical, creative and 

performance skills; 
ǒ Develop as active citizens for their future, in employment and society, as well as 

for the possible further study of drama; and 
ǒ Consider and explore the impact of social, historical and cultural influences on 

drama texts and activities. 
JOBS DIRECTLY RELATED TO A DEGREE IN DRAMA AND THEATRE 

ƴ Actor/actress 

ƴ Stage manager 

ƴ Arts administrator  

ƴ Drama teacher 

ƴ Drama therapist 

ƴ Television production assistant 

ƴ Radio presenter 

ƴ Theatre director 

JOBS WHERE A DRAMA AND THEATRE MAY BE USEFUL 

ǒ Youth & community worker 

ƴ Personnel manager 

ƴ Social worker 

ƴ Journalist  

ƴ Marketing manager 

ƴ Charities administrator 

ƴ Childcare 

ƴ Retail 

ƴ Teaching/lecturing 

                                                      

http://www.kent.ac.uk/careers/cv/actorcv.htm
http://www.kent.ac.uk/careers/cv/actorcv.htm
http://www.kent.ac.uk/careers/sitesmedia.htm
http://www.kent.ac.uk/careers/sitesmedia.htm
http://www.kent.ac.uk/careers/siteach.htm
http://www.kent.ac.uk/careers/siteach.htm
http://www.kent.ac.uk/careers/workin/nursing.htm
http://www.kent.ac.uk/careers/workin/nursing.htm
http://www.kent.ac.uk/careers/sitesmedia.htm
http://www.kent.ac.uk/careers/sitesmedia.htm
http://www.kent.ac.uk/careers/workin/youth.htm
http://www.kent.ac.uk/careers/workin/youth.htm
http://www.kent.ac.uk/careers/workin/socialwork.htm
http://www.kent.ac.uk/careers/workin/socialwork.htm
http://www.kent.ac.uk/careers/workin/journalism.htm
http://www.kent.ac.uk/careers/workin/journalism.htm
http://www.kent.ac.uk/careers/sitesadv.htm
http://www.kent.ac.uk/careers/sitesadv.htm
http://www.kent.ac.uk/careers/workin/charity.htm
http://www.kent.ac.uk/careers/workin/charity.htm
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                                                  Specification at a Glance 

The table below summarises the structure of this GCSE course: 
Content  Assessment Weighting  Availability  
Unit 1: 
Understanding 
Drama 

This unit is assessed by 
a written examination. 
1 hour 30 minutes. 
It has two questions on 
a set text (open book) 
and one question on 
the compulsory 
element: Scripted 
Performance. 
Externally marked. 

Total: 40% 
Question 1:8% 
Question 2:20% 
Question 3:12% 

Summer only 

Unit 2: Drama 
Performance 
Compulsory element: 
Scripted Performance 
and students select one 
element from the 
following five choices: 
Devised Performance 
Improvisation  
Dance Drama 
Mime or 
Design Support 

This unit is assessed by 
two controlled 
assessment tasks. 
Teachers design tasks 
according to our 
criteria. 
Teachers mark tasks. 
Externally moderated. 

Total 60% 
First compulsory 
element: 
Scripted Performance: 
30% 
Second element from 
list: 30% 

Summer only 
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GCSE Engineering and Manufacturing 

Awarding body CCEA 

A GCSE in Engineering and Manufacturing is unique in the UK. It encourages students to be 

innovative and creative, and to take design risks. It provides them with knowledge and 

understanding of the contribution that engineering and manufacturing make to society and the 

economy. Topics include engineering and manufacturing materials and systems, commercial 

and industrial issues, emerging technologies, environmental issues and sustainable 

development.  

Through its focus on interpreting technical drawings, using manufacturing tools and processes, 

and using computer-aided design, this specification has a hands-on approach that relates 

directly to the engineering and manufacturing industries. It provides students with a good 

foundation for progressing to apprenticeships or further education in areas such as electrical 

and electronic engineering, electrical installation, mechanical engineering, mechatronics, and 

fabrication and welding engineering.  

Aims 
This specification aims to encourage students to: 
Å Understand the contribution that engineering and manufacturing makes to society 
and the economy; 
Å Develop an awareness and appreciation of commercial and industrial issues and 
emerging technologies in the context of engineering and manufacturing; 
Å Develop and use a range of transferable skills when designing and making 
engineered and manufactured products, to enable them to become effective and 
independent learners; 
Å Develop an awareness and understanding of environmental issues and sustainable 
development; 
Å Develop applied engineering and manufacturing skills as a foundation for future 
learning and progression; 
Å Apply their knowledge and understanding of engineering and manufacturing using 
problem-solving skills; and 

Å Actively engage in engineering and manufacturing processes. 

This qualification also builds towards a career in a directly related area such as manufacturing, 

engineering, electronic engineering or product design, or an area such as health and safety. 
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ENGLISH 
 
Introduction  
 
The study of English can contribute to an understanding of spiritual, moral, ethical, social 
(including citizenship) and cultural issues.  In Talking and Listening, Reading and Writing, 
students can be provided with opportunities to explore, among other things:  the world of 
imagination, inspiration and creativity; aspects of human life other than physical and 
material; concepts of identity and self-worth and the valuing of others; how the world in 
which we live is recognised and valued; values and attitudes of individuals and society as 
a whole and socially accepted codes of behaviour; attitudes and actions of individuals and 
of society; concepts of personal conduct and personal responsibility; and how judgements 
are made. 
The study of English can contribute to an awareness of European Development, 
Environmental Issues and Health and Safety considerations by making these issues and 
considerations the focus of tasks in Talking and Listening (including Drama based 
activities), Reading and Writing. 
 

Content  Assessment  Weighting  
Unit 1:  Writing for Purpose and 
Audience and Reading to Access 
Non-fiction and Media Texts  

External Examination 
Untiered 
1 hour 45 mins  

30% 

Unit 2: Speaking and Listening  Controlled assessment 
Untiered 
Teachers mark the tasks, and 
CCEA moderate the results. 

20% 

Unit 3: Studying Spoken and 
Written Language  

Controlled assessment 
Untiered 
Teachers mark the tasks, and 
CCEA moderate the results. 

20% 

Unit 4:Personal or Creative  
Writing and Reading Literary 
and Non- fiction Texts  
 

External written examination 
Untiered 
1 hour 45 mins  
Students complete four tasks.  

30% 

 
At least 40 per cent of the assessment (based on unit weightings) must be taken at the 
end of the course as terminal assessment. 
 
Careers Opportunities  
 
Competence in English is necessary in all careers.  Students who specialise in Literature 
might be especially attracted to the following; English, Drama/Theatre Arts, 
Communication, Teaching, Law, Journalism, History, Politics and Media Studies. 
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ENGLISH LITERATURE 
 
Introduction  
 
The study of English Literature can contribute to an understanding of spiritual, moral, 
ethical, social (including citizenship) and cultural issues by providing students with 
opportuniti es to engage with fictional representations and explorations of these issues in 
different genres and from different cultures.  Through literature students can explore: 
 
ǒ The world of imagination, inspiration and creativity; 
ǒ Aspects of human life other than the physical and material; 
ǒ Concepts of identity and self-worth and the valuing of others; 
ǒ How the world in which we live is recognised and valued; 

ǒ Values and attitudes of individuals and society as a whole and socially accepted 
codes of behaviour; 

ǒ Attitudes and actions of individuals in society 
ǒ How judgements are made; 
ǒ Concepts of personal conduct and personal responsibility. 

 
The study of English Literature can contribute to an awareness of environmental issues 
by exploring the prevalent themes:  humanity and nature; the individual and society. 
 

Content  Assessment  Weighting  
Unit 1:  The Study of Prose External written examination 

Untiered 
1 hour 45 mins  

30% 

Unit 2:  The Study of Drama and  
              Poetry  

External written examination 
Untiered 
2 hours  

50% 

Unit 3: The Study of 
Shakespeare 

Controlled assessment 
Untiered 
2 hours 
Teachers mark the tasks, and 
CCEA moderate the results. 

20% 

 
At least 40% of the assessment (based on unit weightings) must be taken at the end of 
the course as terminal assessment. 
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FOOD AND NUTRITION 
 

The study of this subject supports the aim of the Northern Ireland Curriculum to 
empower young people to achieve their potential and to make informed and responsible 
decisions throughout their lives, as well as its objectives: 
Ɇ ÔÏ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÔÈÅ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÁÓ ÁÎ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌȠ 
Ɇ ÔÏ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÔÈÅ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÁÓ Á ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÏÒ ÔÏ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙȠ ÁÎÄ 
Ɇ ÔÏ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÔÈÅ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÁÓ Á ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÏÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÙ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔȢ  
 
Component 1:  
Food and Nutrition  External written  examination 2 hours   50%  
In this unit, students learn about the nutritional content of foods and how to meet 
the specific nutritional and dietary needs of different groups of people. To do this, they 
modify recipes and plan, prepare and cook meals and dishes that reflect current 
government nutritional guidelines. They also study how to be an effective consumer in 
relation to food choice, food safety and managing resources. 
 
Component 2: Controlled Assessment  
Practical Food and Nutrition       50%  
In this unit, students carry out a task that develops unique transferable skills. They 
research the given task title and various viewpoints on it. They choose and justify a 
practical activity using a range of criteria. They complete the activity in a single session 
and evaluate all parts of the task. 
 
 

Career Opportunities  
 
Home Economics lays the foundation for careers in Nursing, Teaching, Catering, Nutrition, 
Dietetics, Environmental Health, Consumer Studies, Physiotherapy, Sports Nutrition and 
Sports Therapy, Speech and language Therapy, Medicine, etc. 
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FRENCH 
 
Introduction:  
As citizens of a multi-lingual world and in particular of the European Union, language 
learning is one of the most effective ways in which we can gain an appreciation of the 
nature and culture of another country.  It gives us a more open outlook and an 
understanding and tolerance of differences.  A modern language to Grade C at GCSE is a 
minimum entry requirement for many Universities in the Republic of Ireland. 
 
Assessment: 
Pupils will study three contexts: 

1. Identity, Lifestyle and Culture. 
2. Local, National, International and Global Areas of Interest. 
3. School Life, Studies and the World of Work. 

 
The four skill areas are assessed at the end of the two year GCSE cycle in the following 
way: 

Skill  Assessment Weighting  Availability  
 

Unit 1 Listening Pupils will listen to recorded 
material in French and 
respond to questions in 
writing.  
Foundation tier lasts 35 
minutes; higher tier lasts 45 
minutes. 

25% Summer 2020 

Unit 2 Speaking One speaking test facilitated 
by the teacher and externally 
marked by CCEA markers. 
There is one tier of entry.  The 
test lasts 7-12 minutes. 

25% Summer 2020 

Unit 3 Reading Pupils will read material in 
French and answer short 
questions in writing. 
Foundation tier lasts 50 
minutes; higher tier lasts 60 
minutes. 

25% Summer 2020 

Unit 4 Writing Students will answer 4 
questions in French. 
Foundation tier lasts 1 hour; 
higher tier lasts 1 hour 15 
minutes. 

25% Summer 2020 

For more information in each context see: www.ccea.org.uk/french 
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Skills Developed:  
Although the four skills are examined separately, in practice they are all interdependent 
ÁÎÄ ÁÌÌ ÃÏÍÂÉÎÅ ÔÏ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÐÕÐÉÌÓȭ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÓËÉÌÌÓȢ  -ÁÎÙ 
other skills including presentation, analysis and personal organisation skills are also 
enhanced throughout the GCSE course. 
 

 
 
Career Opportunities:  
French is useful in any career you may wish to follow.  As citizens of the European Union 
our pupils need to be mobile, adaptable and flexible.  Being able to speak and write a 
European Language is a huge advantage in almost all areas of work and companies are 
increasingly anxious to have employees who can speak at least one language.   
Careers with languages are becoming increasingly numerous e.g. Business, Teaching, 
Translating, Marketing, Journalism, Law etc.   
Many degree courses offer students the opportunity to combine the study of a language 
with other courses such as European Studies, Economics and Management, Accountancy, 
Engineering and many of the Sciences. 
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GEOGRAPHY 
 
 

Content  
 

Assessment Weightings  Availability  

 
Unit 1: Understanding Our Natural World  
Theme A: River Environments (25%) 
Theme B: Coastal Environments (25%) 
Theme C: Our Changing Weather and Climate 
(25%) 
Theme D: The Restless Earth (25%) 
 

 
External written 
examination 
1 hour 30 minutes 
 
The examination 
includes four multi-
part questions, one on 
each theme.  Students 
answer all four 
questions. 

 
40% 

 

 
Summer from 

2018 

 
Unit 2: Living  In Our World  
 
Theme A: Population and Migration (25%) 
Theme B: Changing Urban Areas (25%) 
Theme C: Contrasts in World Development 
(25%) 
Theme D: Managing Our Resources (25%) 
 

 
External written 
examination 
 
1 hour 30 minutes 
 
The examination 
includes four multi-
part questions, one on 
each theme.  Students 
answer all four 
questions. 

 
40% 

 

 
Summer from 

2018 

 
Unit 3: Fieldwork  
 
Students base their answers on their 
knowledge and experience of fieldwork. 
 
Students must bring a fieldwork 
statement and table of data to the 
examination.  

 
External written 
examination 
 
1 hour  
 

 
20% 

 
Summer from 

2019 

Career opportunities  
0ÁÓÔ 'ÅÏÇÒÁÐÈÙ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ 3Ô #ÉÁÒÁÎȭÓ ÁÒÅ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ ÐÕÒÓÕÉÎÇ ÃÁÒÅÅÒÓ ÏÒ ÃÏÕÒÓÅÓ ÉÎ ÌÁ×ȟ 
architecture, quantity surveying, civil engineering, teaching, environmental planning, 
construction and engineering management, social work, housing management, 
environmental health, biomedical engineering, radiography, physiotherapy, transport and 
supply chain management to name a few. 
Useful websites to find out about career paths with Geography  
ǒ http://geography.about.com/od/careersingeography/Careers_in_Geography.htm  

ǒ http://www.rgs.org/OurWork/Schools/CareersAndFurtherStudy/Carees+and+pro
gression+with+geography/Careers+and+progression+with+geography.htm  

ǒ http://www.rgs.org/NR/exeres/452912F2 -5103 -4FC8-8732 -D64F2E7923BD.htm  

ǒ http://www.plymouth.ac.uk/pages/view.asp?page=8542  

 

http://geography.about.com/od/careersingeography/Careers_in_Geography.htm
http://www.rgs.org/OurWork/Schools/CareersAndFurtherStudy/Carees+and+progression+with+geography/Careers+and+progression+with+geography.htm
http://www.rgs.org/OurWork/Schools/CareersAndFurtherStudy/Carees+and+progression+with+geography/Careers+and+progression+with+geography.htm
http://www.rgs.org/NR/exeres/452912F2-5103-4FC8-8732-D64F2E7923BD.htm
http://www.plymouth.ac.uk/pages/view.asp?page=8542
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IRISH 

 
Introduction:  
There are many reasons to study Irish at GCSE 

 
ǒ To develop the ability to use Irish effectively for the purposes of practical 

communication and obtain a greater insight into the Irish culture and Irish 
speaking areas of Ireland. 

ǒ To enjoy the Irish language and develop positive attitudes to all language learning. 

ǒ A modern language at grade C GCSE is an entry requirement to many universities 
ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÏÆ )ÒÅÌÁÎÄȢ  )ÒÉÓÈ ÉÓ Á ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÓÔÕÄÉÅÄ ÁÔ 3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙȭÓ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅȟ "ÅÌÆÁÓÔȢ 

 
Assessment: 
Pupils will study three contexts: 

1. Identity, Lifestyle and Culture. 
2. Local, National, International and Global Areas of Interest. 
3. School Life, Studies and the World of Work. 

 
The four skill areas are assessed at the end of the two year GCSE cycle in the following 
way: 
 

Skill  Assessment Weighting  Availability  
Unit 1 Listening Pupils will listen to recorded 

material in Irish and respond 
to questions in writing.  
Foundation tier lasts 35 
minutes; higher tier lasts 45 
minutes. 

25% Summer 2020 

Unit 2 Speaking One speaking test facilitated 
by the teacher and externally 
marked by CCEA markers. 
There is one tier of entry.  The 
test lasts 7-12 minutes. 

25% Summer 2020 

Unit 3 Reading Pupils will read material in 
Irish and answer short 
questions in writing. 
Foundation tier lasts 50 
minutes; higher tier lasts 60 
minutes. 

25% Summer 2020 

Unit 4 Writ ing Students will answer 4 
questions in Irish. 
Foundation tier lasts 1 hour; 
higher tier lasts 1 hour 15 
minutes. 

25% Summer 2020 

For more information in each context see: www.ccea.org.uk/irish 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ccea.org.uk/irish
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Skills Developed:  
There are many skills acquired through the study of languages that prove invaluable to 
students. These include transferable communication skills, presentation skills, 
interpersonal and analysis skills.  Many other social benefits are gained through 
experiences involving travel, leisure, tourism and meeting people. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Career Opportunities:  
Language graduates are very attractive to employers as they are flexible, adaptable, 
imaginative and mobile. Therefore opportunities for employment in this sector are 
becoming increasingly numerous. These include Law, Teaching, Journalism, Advertising 
and Archive Work and work in Irish Cultural Organisations. TG4 provides an increasing 
number of Journalistic and Technical opportunities. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LEARNING FOR LIFE & WORK (CCEA) 
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Introduction:  
Learning for Life and Work will help you to develop as an individual and to contribute fully 
to society.  Studying LLW will allow you to explore the challenges and opportunities that 
personal, social, ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌȟ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÉÃ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ÐÏÓÅ ÉÎ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙȢ  )Ô ×ÉÌÌ 
enable you to develop the skills needed to think and act independently. 
 
Areas of Study include: 
ǒ Local and Global Citizenship 
ǒ Personal Development 
ǒ Employability  

 
 
Assessment: 
Ẇ There is a single tier of entry; 
Ẇ There are three written examinations which assess one of the three areas of study; 

Ẇ There are two controlled assessment tasks; 

Ẇ At least 40% of the overall assessment must be taken terminally. 

 
Areas of Study Assessment Units Weighting  
ǒ Local and Global 

Citizenship  

 
ǒ Personal Development  

 
ǒ Employability  

Unit 1 ɀ Report 1 
A controlled assessment  task based on 
one of the three areas of study. 
Internally assessed and externally 
moderated. 
 
Unit 2 ɀ Report 2 
A controlled assessment  task based on 
one of the three areas of study. 
Internally assessed and externally 
moderated. 

30% 
 
 
 
30% 

Local and Global Citizenship  Local and Global Citizenship Paper 
Written examination ɀ 45 minutes   

 
13.3% 

Personal Development  Personal Development Paper 
Written examination ɀ 45 minutes   

 
13.3% 

Employability  Employability Paper 
Written examination ɀ 45 minutes   

 
13.3% 

 
 
Skills Developed:  
Learning for Life and Work provides many opportunities for pupils to develop 
communication skills (oral and written), ICT skills, working with others and decision 
making skills. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
   
                                                   

                                                  MATHEMATICS 
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The study of mathematics at Key Stage 4 is compulsory for all pupils. It is a subject that 
opens doors and provides opportunities: doors to employment and further/higher 
educational courses and opportunities to learn about the relevance of mathematics to 
every day life.  
 
Assessment: 
For the majority of pupils, assessment is by means of the CCEA Mathematics GCSE 
examinations. The remainder do the Essential Skills Application of Number qualification. 
 
The GCSE examination has two tiers. 
ǒ Foundation, where grades C to G may be achieved and 

ǒ Higher where grades A* to D are achievable. 

 

All students will sit at least one unit paper and a completion unit test over the two years.  

The grades achievable depend on the units they sit for assessment: 

ǒ Unit T1: Foundation Tier 
ǒ Unit T2: Foundation Tier 
ǒ Unit T5: Foundation Tier Completion Test 
ǒ Unit T3: Higher Tier 
ǒ Unit T4: Higher Tier 
ǒ Unit T6: Higher Tier Completion Test.  

 
 The Essential Skills qualification is awarded a level on the successful completion of an 
action based activity and a desktop task. 
 
Skills Developed:  
The study of mathematics can develop a host of skills that are essential to students 
continuing in their studies as well as those entering the workplace. These include 
problem-solving, logic and reasoning, and attention to detail.  
 
Career Opportunities:  
Mathematics can lead to careers in finance, business, IT and teaching, among others. 
Mathematical skills are viewed most highly by employers as they can be used as a tool to 
solve problems in many different wÏÒË ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎÓȢ ! ÇÒÁÄÅ Ȭ#ȭ ÏÒ ÁÂÏÖÅ ÁÔ '#3% ÉÓ 
essential for many careers e.g., Engineering, Medicine, Insurance, Banking, Health 
Service, Teaching, Psychology etc.  It is important to note that the lack of a qualification 
in Mathematics will restrict entry to many places of Higher Education and careers. 
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FURTHER MATHEMATICS 
 
Further Mathematics is an optional subject intended to cater for those pupils who require 
knowledge beyond that provided by the GCSE Higher Tier syllabus and who are capable of 
working beyond the limits of the existing GCSE Higher Mathematics syllabus.  The subject 
is designed to broaden the mathematical experience of high attaining pupils. It introduces 
some of the mechanics and statistics topics that students encounter in GCE Mathematics 
ÁÎÄ ÁÃÔÓ ÁÓ Á ȬÓÔÅÐÐÉÎÇ ÓÔÏÎÅȭ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ '#3% ÁÎÄ '#%Ȣ  
 
Assessment: 
Assessment is by means of the CCEA GCSE Further Mathematics examination.  This is 
comprised of two written papers, each 2 hours long. It is possible to achieve GCSE grades 
A* to G. 
 
Skills Developed:  
The study of Further Mathematics enhances logic and reasoning to improve problem 
solving skills and encourages attention to detail. 
 
 
Career Opportunities:  
Opting to take a course in Further Mathematics would be of particular benefit to those 
pupils who intend to continue their study of Mathematics to A Level.  It should also be of 
significant benefit to pupils intending to study Chemistry, Biology, Economics, Geography 
or Physics at A Level.  It will also benefit anyone who intends taking a Science based course 
in University, e.g. Dentistry, Medicine, Veterinary Science, Pharmacy. 
 
 

.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                   GCSE MEDIA STUDIES 
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Media Studies as a subject attracts an increasingly large number of students every year 
because it makes learning interesting, challenging, creative and fun. 
GCSE Media Studies offers and mix of practical and theory work; looking at areas of the 
media such as film, magazines, music promotion, video gaming, newspapers and 
advertising and marketing.  
Students analyse the concepts and conventions used in all forms of the media and how the 
audience may or may not respond to a media text. There is a choice of assignments for 
production and pre-production. Each year pupils attend a workshop held as part of the 
Cinemagic Festival in Belfast. They will either attend a genre specific workshop or a talent 
lab with professionals from the local and national media industry.  
The course layout is as follows: 

 

UNIT 1: INVESTIGATING THE MEDIA 

Written Paper - 1 hour 30 mins- 60 marks-40%  

External Assessment 

Based on pre-released topic (changed annually) with guidance and stimulus. 

Four tasks 

UNIT 2: UNDERSTANDING THE MEDIA 

Controlled Assessment taken from banks of set assignments- 90 marks-60%  

Three Assignments : Introductory assignment; Cross- media assignment; Practical 
Production and Evaluation. 

 

Pupils will develop their skills in analysing media texts, photography, filming and using 
iMovie and Photoshop in the Mac suite. They will create media texts such as magazine 
covers, CD covers, posters and movie trailers. 

  

Careers associated with Media Studies:  

                 

Programme Researcher  

Public Relations Officer  

 Media Planner  

 Multimedia Specialist  

 

 Television, Film and Video 
Producer  

Advertising Account 
Executive  

 Advertising Copyrighter  

 Broadcast Presenter  

 Newspaper Journalist  

 Information Officer  

 Magazine Journalist  

 Market Researcher  

Please speak with Mrs A. Murphy for further guidance.  
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GCSE Music is one of the most exciting and 
interesting courses available in school.  You will have 
the opportunity to: 
ǒ Develop your skills as an instrumental or vocal 

performer. 
ǒ Work on composition projects.  

ǒ Use Music Technology equipment to record and 
produce your own compositions. 

ǒ Develop your ability to listen critically to a wide 
range of musical styles. 

ǒ Develop a lifelong interest in music and learn 
about music related careers. 

 

Assessment 
The GCSE course consists of three assessment units.  
65% of the course is based on coursework activities. 

1.  Composing                            30% 
2.  Performing   35% 
3.  Listening                 35% 

 
What will I study? 
You must complete four compulsory areas of study:  
ǒ Western Classical Music 1600-1900 
ǒ Film Music 
ǒ Musical Traditions of Ireland 
ǒ Popular Music 1980-present day 

The areas of study cover a wide range of musical styles and genres from around 1600 to present day.  
 
Skills Developed 
A practical music course helps you to develop: 
ǒ Listening, performing and composing skills 

ǒ Self-discipline 
ǒ The ability to cooperate with others and work as a team 

ǒ Coordination skills 
ǒ Self-awareness and self-confidence 
ǒ Creativity, inventiveness and the ability to use your initiative. 
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Students will have opportunities to develop their practical skills by playing their main instrument as a soloist 
and within ensembles e.g. rock groups or in traditional group.  You will also have an opportunity to write your 
own songs and instrumental pieces using the latest recording equipment. 

 
Career Opportunities 
A career in Music is the obvious choice for anyone with a strong interest in Music.  The music business falls into 
two categories.  On the one hand, there are the performers and composers who create music:  on the other, 
the administrators, publishers, record companies, instrument manufacturers, teachers, librarians, broadcasters 
and journalists who work with music.  The Music industry is one of the largest in the world.  The study of GCSE 
Music could be your first step on the ladder to worldwide fame! 
 

Please note: Students wishing to pursue Music at GCSE level should have experience of taking extra-curricular music lessons 
on an instrument or voice 
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                   PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT & EMPLOYABILITY 
  (PDE ɀ 0ÒÉÎÃÅȭÓ Trust)  

 
Introduction:  
4ÈÅ 0ÒÉÎÃÅȭÓ 4ÒÕÓÔ !×ÁÒÄ ÁÎÄ #ÅÒÔÉÆÉÃÁÔÅ ÉÎ 0ÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ $ÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ %ÍÐÌÏÙÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ 
Skills (PDE) recognises a breadth of personal skills, qualities and attitudes required by 
employers across a range of sectors.  

The qualifications have been developed with the aim of progressing learners into further 
education and/or employment and are available for use with pre and post 16 learners: 

They give learners the opportunity to: 

ǒ Develop their own personal growth and engagement in, and through, learning  

ǒ Engage in learning to that is relevant to them and support their development of 
personal skills and attributes that are essential for working life and employment  

ǒ Prepare themselves for progression into further education 
programmes,  apprenticeships or other work based learning  

ǒ Develop their English and mathematics skills  

ǒ Assessment: 

ǒ Prince's Trust Level 1 Certificate In Personal Development and Employability  
- Level 1 Equivalent to 2 GCSE's D ï G  Grade,  

ǒ Prince's Trust Level 2 Certificate In Personal Development and Employability   
- Level 2  Equivalent to 2 GCSE's A ï C grade 

Grading:  

The qualifications are 100% centre assessed using portfolios of evidence and are graded 
as pass or fail. The portfolios are internally assessed and externally moderated.  
The assessment process is as follows:  
 
ǒ Activities are internally set by the centre to meet the requirements detailed in the 
unit assessment criteria  
ǒ The learners are assessed internally at the centre by an assessor whilst they 
engage in activities  
ǒ 4ÈÅ ÌÅÁÒÎÅÒȭÓ ÅÖÉÄÅÎÃÅ ÉÓ ÃÏÌÌÁÔÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ Á ÐÏÒÔÆÏÌÉÏȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÓ ÅÖÉÄÅÎÃÅ 
tracking sheets  
ǒ The centre undertakes internal quality assurance activities which includes 
sampling portfolios assessed by each assessor.  

ǒ A further sample of portfolios is then ÅØÔÅÒÎÁÌÌÙ ÍÏÄÅÒÁÔÅÄ ÂÙ 0ÒÉÎÃÅȭÓ 4ÒÕÓÔ 
Qualifications  
Examples of Units include;  
ṉ Presentation Skills 
ṉ Career Planning 
ṉ Work Experience 
ṉ Interpersonal Skills 
 

http://register.ofqual.gov.uk/Qualification/Details/600_7958_7
http://register.ofqual.gov.uk/Qualification/Details/600_8035_8
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION - GCSE 
 
Introduction  
The course provides a sound basis for further study in Physical Education and Sports 
Development at Post-16 level.  It sets out to build upon the skills and processes developed 
in the earlier Programme of Study and expand upon them. 
 
Assessment 
The Scheme of Assessment in Physical Education carries 50% weighting for the Practical 
Activities.  Individual performance and analysis in the practical activities carries an overall 
×ÅÉÇÈÔÉÎÇ ÏÆ υπϷ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÔÁÌ ÍÁÒËÓȢ #ÁÎÄÉÄÁÔÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÓÓÅÓÓÅÄ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÌÌÙ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÎÄÉÄÁÔÅȭÓ 
teacher and moderated externally by the Council. 
 
External written examination:  

Component 1: Factors Underpinning Health and 

Performance  

 

Paper 1 (1 hour 15 mins) 

25% 

External written examination:  

Component 2:  

Developing Performance  

Paper 2 (1 hour 15 mins) 25% 

Component 3:  

Individual Performances in Physical Activities  

and Sports 

Performance 

Analysis and improvement of 

performance 

50% 

 Total  100%  

 
Choice of Activities  
Candidates will be assessed in three different activities; and must analyse the quality of 
ÔÈÅÉÒ Ï×Î ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÏÎÅ of the chosen activities or sports. Pupils will 
select three of the activities from the table below: 
 

 
Skills Developed  
The course provides opportunities for candidates to develop thinking skills and evidence 
for assessment in Key Skills, especially working with others, improving your own learning 
and performance, Problem Solving and Communication. 
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Career Opportunities  
Many degree courses look favourably on candidates who have obtained a good grade at 
GCSE Physical Education.  Careers linked to Physical Education include Sport and Leisure, 
Recreation Management, Teaching, (both Primary and Secondary), Physiotherapy, 
Occupational Therapy and Sports Journalism, Coaching, Outdoor Pursuits ɀ Instructor, 
Sports Photography. 
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GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
                                                                                                           

We have three different pathways in RE at KS4 -  CEA/OCN/Muiredach  

Specifications at a Glance 

 In Religious Studies CCEA offers a GCSE through the  
completion of two units of  work: 
1. The Christian Church with a Focus on the Catholic Church  
2.  An Introduction to Christian Ethics 
Assessment: Two externally assessed exams - one at the end of Year 11 and the second 
unit at the end of Year 12. Each lasting 1 hr 30 mins and each worth 50%. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Career Opportunities: These courses can lead pupils to enhance their education further at 
AS and A2 level in the school. Recent A-level students have gone to courses as diverse as 
Law, Teaching, Business Studies and Marketing, Theology, Occupational Therapy, Social 
Psychology as well as Scientific and Medical careers. 

The OCN NI Level 2 Award in Religious Studies is designed for 
learners who wish to develop knowledge of religious studies through of portfolio work 
(rather than exam based assessment). It is intended that learners will develop empathy, 
respect and awareness of other religious beliefs and cultural diversity. To achieve the 
Level 2 Award learners must complete all nine units for a total of 15 credits. All evidence 
will be internally assessed by qualified centre assessors and internally verified by  
approved centres. 

The Muiredach Cross Award.  This award is an alternative to 
the traditional exam/portfolio based GCSE syllabus. The main focus of the award is to 
ÈÅÌÐ ÐÕÐÉÌÓ Ȱ0ÕÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ &ÁÉÔÈ ÉÎÔÏ !ÃÔÉÏÎȱȢ 4ÈÅ -ÕÉÒÅÄÁÃÈ #ÒÏÓÓ !×ÁÒÄ ÉÓ Á ÆÁÉÔÈ 
development award of the Archdiocese of Armagh. By developing leadership skills we 
hope young people will become a positive influence in their school,  parish and wider 
community. The pupils work will be assessed by the class teacher and based on a range 
of formative and summative asseÓÓÍÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÐÉÌȭÓ ÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÓÅ ÁÎÄ 
participate in different school and community based initiatives. 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     


